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Distribution of health workers by level of health 
expenditure and burden of disease, 

by WHO region



Comparison of African and global densities 
of key health cadres – physicians and nurses
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Doctors
24%

Nurses
38%

Other health 
workers

32%

Midwives
6%

3,221,432

5,153,992
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4,301,101

Health workforce in 22 HBCs
Data from The World Health Report 2006



HBC health workforce without China, India, & Russian Federation
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Distribution of health care cadres
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Overall skill mix in the African Region
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Seven nursing standards

Case finding
• Assessment for TB/MDR-TB

• Sputum collection

Case holding
• Communicating with people with TB/MDR-TB

• Organizing DOT

• Assessment in transition for intensive phase to continuation 
phase

• Case management in the continuation phase

• Managing patient transfer



International Standards

International 
Standards for TB 

Care
Charter for People 

with TB

what what

how



Why nursing standards?

Improve outcomes for people with TB

Shift tasks 
& enhance 
nursing role

Guide, 
evaluate 

& improve 
performance 



What can we do?

Jad Davenport
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